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Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us 

to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees God. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 

of the God who manifests his power 

above all by forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world. 

Send your Spirit and consecrate  

every one of us with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy 

may be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, 

may bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind. Amen. 
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To submit a prayer request, please email: bulletin@ihmatlanta.org or call the parish  
office at 404-636-1418.  Para solicitar una oraci·n, por favor llame a la oficina. 
 
À  We ask that you offer a prayer for those who have died, especially for/oremos por quienes  
murieron, especialmente por: Brian Arbour, Mark Dunn, Leonardo Humberto Medina, Mary 
Cline, Tom Connelly, Georgina Lavandero, Alvaro Iriarte Alvira, Eduardo Guevara Parra, Nancy 
Pope, Douglas T. Fuller, Antoine Pierre, Wanda Burrell, Selma Nort, Eduardo Sarmiento Lara, 
Tivursio Torres, and Reggie Blaess. 
 
 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
 May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  
 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
Also, please pray for those who are sick, especially for/oremos por quienes est§n  
enfermos, especialmente por: Norma Drake, Joe Ledlie, Margaret Mackool, Irma Sanchez  
Morales, Luisa Blanco, Annette Boehnlein, Serrano-Rodriguez Family, Robert Dohnal, Katherine 
Million Welch, Brandon Barniea, Michele Wolfe, Olga Cecilia Mu¶oz, Yuselis Amaya, Hortensia 
Lopez Couti¶o, and Father Joseph Peek. 
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All are welcome to join our Spanish-speaking brothers and sisters in celebrating 

the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

7:00 p.m.   Rosary 

8:00 p.m.   Apparitions 

8:45 p.m.   Blessing of Children 

9:00 p.m.   Folkloric Dances 

10:00 p.m.    Reception in Historic Church 

11:30 p.m. Serenade 

5:30 a.m.   Serenade 

8:30 a.m.   Mass (English) 

10:30 a.m. Rosary 

11:00 a.m. Mass (Spanish) 

12:00 p.m.   Procession to Historic Church 

12:30 p.m.   Lunch in the Historic Church 

Thursday, December 24 

The Vigil of Christmas 

4:00 p.m. (English)* 

6:30 p.m. (English) 

9:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

Midnight Mass 

12 Midnight (English) 

 

Friday, December 25 

Nativity of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. (English) 

11:30 a.m. (English) 

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

Thursday, December 31 

4:00 p.m. (English) 

6:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

Friday, January 1, 2016 

11:30 a.m. (English) 

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

The Interfaith Coalition to End the Death Penalty invites you to an educational 

summit and prayer vigil on Thursday, December 10, from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the 

Catholic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Keynote speaker Ambassador 

Andrew Young will join Bishop Robert Wright of the Episcopal Diocese of At-

lanta, Kayla Gissendaner and Retired Georgia Supreme Court Justice Norman 

Fletcher for a vibrant discussion and for prayer.   

 

The event is free but you are strongly encouraged to register at  

http://bit.ly/1MXn7QU.  Please help us pass the word and share this event with 

your friends and network! 
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At the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, we will present a silent Gospel tableaux with 

the help of parishioners ages 4-7.  There will also be a childrenôs choir that will sing 

(Grades 2 to 8) at the Mass.   The mandatory rehearsal for the pageant will be Wednes-

day, December 23, at 6:30 p.m.  The one and only required rehearsal for the choir will 

be Wednesday, December 23, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

If your child(ren) would like to be a part of either the pageant or the choir, please con-

tact Jeff Bush at jbush@ihmaltanta.org by Monday, December 14 for all the details.   
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Our parish Advent Penance Service was November 30. Thanks to the hundreds 

who took advantage of that opportunity to experience the healing of reconcilia-

tion prior to Christmas, and to the 18 priest confessors who assisted us. If you 

missed our own service, Monsignor Al, Father Javier and Father Bill will also 

be assisting at the penance services of neighboring parishes throughout Advent, 

and you are welcome to join them at one of those. Upcoming penance services: 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Blessed Sacrament Church, Atlanta, 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Cross Church, Tucker, 7:00 p.m. 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 

St. Thomas More Church, Decatur, 7:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 

Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Atlanta, 7:00 p.m. 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 

St. Paul of the Cross Church, Atlanta, 7:00 p.m. 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 

St. Anthony of Padua Church, Atlanta, 2:00 p.m. 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Cathedral of Christ the King, Atlanta, 7:00 p.m. 
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Monday, December 21 

Hanging of the Greens is on Monday, December 21.  Weôll start at 6:00 p.m., 

and finish before 9:00 p.m.  Come for all of it, or come for part of it.  After you 

are done, treat yourself to some hot chocolate, coffee, and cookies as treats.  

While we are working, we will be enjoying beautiful music of the season play-

ing in the background.  Itôs guaranteed to be a night that helps you get into the 

Christmas spirit and a night that reminds us all of the importance of giving.  We 

hope you and your family can help prepare our church for our celebration of the 

birth of Christ. 

 Monday, December 7  
7:00-9:00 - Finance Council 
 
Tuesday, December 8* 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
12:30-3:30 - Tuesday Bridge Club 
3:30-5:00 - Girl Scout Troop 12529 
7:00-9:00 - Divine Mercy Cenacle 
7:00-9:00 - Social Justice Committee 
7:00-9:00 - Boy Scout Troop 550 
 
Wednesday, December 9 
9:30-11:30 - Creative Hands 
2:30-3:30 - Jr. Girl Scout Troop 12560 

5:00-6:15 - Childrenôs Choir Rehearsal 
7:00-8:30 - GIFT (Middle School) 
7:00-8:30 - Spanish Charismatic Group 
7:00-8:45 - SVdP Monthly Meeting 
7:00-9:00 - English Ensemble Rehearsal 
7:00-9:00 - GriefShare 
7:00-9:00 - JustFaith 
 
Thursday, December 10 
9:30-6:00 - Adoration 
9:30-11:00 - Scripture Study 
7:00-9:00 - Hispanic Choir Rehearsal 
7:00-8:15 - Scripture Study 
 

Friday, December 11* 
3:00-5:00 - Jr. Girl Scout Troop 11535 
6:00-9:00 - Cub Scout Meeting 
 
Saturday, December 12* 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
7:30-10:00 - Skylark Vocal Ensemble 
 

*See the front cover for the full  
Immaculate Conception schedule  
and page 3 for the Our Lady of  

Guadalupe schedule. 
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Saturday, December 12 
Featuring Christmas readings from the King 

James Bible and a selection of gorgeous car-

ols spanning six centuries, our candlelit A 

Skylark Christmas program is becoming a 

fixture of the Atlanta holiday music scene. 

 

The Skylark Vocal Ensemble will be  

performing their Christmas program at IHM 

on Saturday, December 12, at 7:30 p.m.  

Tickets are $30 each, music educators and 

students attend for free!  Purchase your  

tickets today at www.skylarkensemble.org! 
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Sunday, December  20 

As we hear the gospel of the Annunciation by 

the angel Gabriel to Mary, we will offer a 

special blessing for expectant mothers during 

the 11:30 a.m. Mass on the Fourth Sunday of 

Advent, December 20.  All are welcome. 

 

'2)%&3(!2% 

GriefShare is a bereavement support 

group sponsored by Stepping Stones.  We 

meet Wednesdays in the School Library. This 

group is open to all IHM Parishioners and 

anyone in the local community who has ex-

perienced the loss of a loved one. 

 

This weekôs session 

topic: ñWho Do I Live For Now? 

 

For more information, please contact Marga-

ret Ann Harris at griefshare@ihmatlanta.org 

or 404-483-3559.  



 

Immaculate Heart of  Mary 
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December 6, 2015 

Are you hungry for a cookie?  Do you wish you 

had a cake to serve after dinner tonight?  How 

about something to brighten a friendôs day?  

The Home and School Association Advent 

Bake Sale is in the Historic Church TODAY.  

Please stop by and check out our selection of 

fabulous, fresh, home -baked items for sale.  

Thank you for supporting this annual Advent 

Bake Sale and IHM School.   

On Tuesday, November 24, we          

celebrated Grandparents and Special 

Friendsô Day at our school.  Our guests 

were treated to a reception, several  

performances by student groups, a 

dance recital and visits to classrooms.   

It was a wonderful way to begin the 

Thanksgiving break.  

We are always     

collecting Box Tops 

for Education at 

IHM.  Believe it or 

not, those little pink 

coupons you see 

every day are worth 

ten cents each to 

our school.  If you 

happen to have 

some and donôt 

know what to do 

with them, we will 

gladly accept them 

in the front office.  
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Mark Your Calendars: One-Hour Advent Retreats 
Do you want a deeper understanding and fuller experience of the season of Advent? 
On December 6 and December 20, Martha Gross will be holding one-hour ñmini-
retreatsò to help draw us into the mystery of Advent. These sessions will take place 
in the school library in between the morning Masses (10:15-11:15). Martha Gross 
holds both a Master of Theological Studies and a Certificate in Spiritual Direction 
from Spring Hill College. She has been leading retreats at the Monastery of the  
Holy Spirit in Conyers for the past ten years. 
 

Aquinas Center Discussion Panel:  
What Happened at the Synod on the Family 
The recent Synod of Bishops in Rome gained headlines for its 
sometimes heated debates over controversial issues, such as  
communion for remarried Catholics. What did the synod  
accomplish? Where do we go from here? Emory Universityôs 
Aquinas Center of Theology will be convening a panel at IHM to 
discuss these questions on December 15. The panelists include  
Dr. Phillip M. Thompson, Executive Director of the Aquinas  

Center; Br. Minlib Dallh, O.P., a Dominican friar and adjunct professor at Emory; 
and Layla Karst, an IHM parishioner and Ph.D. student in liturgical studies at 
Emory.  
 
The event begins at 7:00 in the lower level. No registration is required.  
 
Come take part in the latest of the Aquinas Centerôs unexpected conversations for 
the common good. 

 
Scripture Study: Thursday mornings and evenings 

Each Thursday, Dr. Louanne Bachner leads an informative and prayerful discussion 
of the lectionary readings for the following Sunday. These classes meet in the  
Lower Level at two different times: 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. There is no registration 
required and no fees to participate. Feel free to join the group as your schedule  
permits.  

The Jubilee Year of Mercy begins December 8! 
In ancient Israel, a jubilee year was a time when society hit a ñresetò button: debts 

were forgiven, land returned to its original owners, and captives were set free. Pope 

Francis has called for a special Jubilee Year of Mercy to begin on December 8 and 

continue through November 20, 2016: an opportunity to ñresetò our spiritual lives, 

recognizing Godôs infinite mercy and accepting his gift of forgiveness. Stay tuned 

for more information about how you can celebrate the Jubilee Year here at IHM and 

in your own home. For now, here are a few practical ways to incorporate mercy into 

your preparations for Christmas: 

 

1. Experience Godôs mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you missed the 

penance service here at IHM, find one at a neighboring parish. They will 

continue throughout the Advent season. 

2. Practice the works of mercy. Donate food or warm clothing to St. Vincent de 

Paul; visit someone in the hospital; send a Christmas card to someone in prison.  

3. In all your interactionsðeven with difficult family members, impatient 

shoppers or impolite driversð ñBe merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful.ò (Luke 6:36)  


