

Dear friends in the Coming Lord,
Every week the Gospel proclaimed at Mass is situated in a particular location in the Holy Land, a place with its own unique history and meaning.
Those who have made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land never again hear or read
a passage from the Gospels without recalling that sacred terrain. But the Holy
Land is not just a collection of sites and shrines; it is home to a living Catholic community with ancient roots. And it is a community under tremendous duress.

Additional photo sessions for the IHM
Parish Directory will be the weekend of
January 6 and 7, 2018. Sign up in the
Narthex this weekend!

I have invited my friend Rami Qumsieh to visit us next weekend to speak during
Mass about the situation of our brothers and sisters in the Catholic Church in the Holy
Land. I believe you will learn a great deal from him about the needs of the Palestinian
Christian Arab people, so often overlooked when we speak about the problems of the
Holy Land.
While the main focus of Rami’s visit is an educational and pastoral presentation
during Mass, he will also make available handcrafted olivewood religious articles, the
sale of which provides steady employment to Catholic families in the Bethlehem area
and supports Al-Mahed Television, operated by his uncle—the only Christian television station in the Holy Land.
Please give Rami a warm welcome next week and join me in praying throughout
Advent for a just peace in the land of Christ’s birth, death and resurrection.
Your brother in Christ’s word and work,

2855 Briarcliff Road, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30329

Through worship, education, and
service, we continue the work of Jesus.

phone: 404-636-1418
fax: 404-636-4394

Mass
Monday–Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Saturdays: 8:30 a.m.; 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.; 5:00 p.m.
Misas en Español
Jueves a las 7:00 p.m.
Sabados a las 6:00 p.m.
Domingos a la 1:30 p.m.
Reconciliation
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.
Anytime by appointment
Confesiones
Jueves: 6:00 p.m. en español
Cualquier día por cita.
Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Adoración al Santísimo
Jueves de 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Hora Santa en español: 6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 2

8:30 a.m. Peek & Roche Family

Weekday in Ordinary Time
Daniel 7:15-27; Luke 21:34-36

4:00 p.m. Maria A. & Enrique Ovares †
6:00 p.m. Betty Davis, Nelson Guzman, and all
Guzman and Stott deceased family
members †

Sunday, December 3
First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7;
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Matthew 13:33-37

9:00 a.m. Carlene Bollinger †
11:30 a.m. Craig Cavalli †
1:30 p.m. Marta & Noberto Perazzo †
5:00 p.m. For the people of the parish

Monday, December 4

8:30 a.m. Doris Valentino †

Saint John Damascene (Optional)
Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 8:5-11

Tuesday, December 5

8:30 a.m. Smith Family

Weekday in Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24

Wednesday, December 6

8:30 a.m. Morgan & Vultaggio Family

Saint Nicholas (Optional)
Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37

Office Phone & Hours /Horas de Oficina
404-636-1418
Monday–Friday/ lunes a viernes
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 7

8:30 a.m. Father Victor Reyes

Saint Ambrose (Memorial)
Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27

7:00 p.m. For the people of the parish

Friday, December 8

8:30 a.m. For the people of the parish

Fax Number/No. de Fax
404-636-4394

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Solemnity)
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12;
Luke 1:26-38

IHM School/Escuela de IHM
404-636-4488
Website/Sitio Web
http://www.ihmatlanta.org
Social Media/Red Social

Saturday, December 9
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
(Optional)
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26;
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

www.facebook.com/IHMAtlanta

Sunday, December 10

@IHMatl

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14;
Mark 1:1-8

@ihmatlanta

Bulletin Notices
Please submit your request 10 days in
advance to/Envíe su anuncio por
correo electrónico 14 días antes a:
jhoffacker@ihmatlanta.org.

12 Noon For the people of the parish
7:00 p.m. For the people of the parish
8:30 a.m. Ralph White †
4:00 p.m. Dick Briggs †
6:00 p.m. For the people of the parish
9:00 a.m. Tony Riccabona †
11:30 a.m. Mayesita Agnes †
1:30 p.m. Felipe Ponce Y. Mares †
5:00 p.m. Daniel Schwartz †

† We ask that you offer a prayer for those who have died, especially for: Carlene
McMonagle. Jerry Spratte, Julie Monahan, Robert Leo Watson, Sabino Hernandez
Acuñe, Bill Bezaire, Jesus Nandi Hernandez, Wyatt Vallee, and Alexander Vallee.
Reading 1: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7
Reading 2: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel:

Matthew 13:33-37

Also, please pray for those who are sick, especially for: Lynne Howard, Purita
Guzman, Norma Hatheway, Walter Hoch, Leslie Tsui, Robert Munroe, Kay Reese,
Tera Doughlas, Janis Dotson, Dylan Diaz Tinoco, Julia Robinson, Howard Johnson,
Barbara Hawthorne, Millie Elliott, Eduardo Sarmiento Lopez, Brenda Markham,
Francie Mooney, and Brenda Uhler.

is this Monday,
December 4, at 7:00 p.m. Our parish priests will have the assistance of a number of
neighboring priests in the celebration of the sacrament. Plan now to make this healing
evening part of your preparation for Christmas.
Monsignor Al and Father Javier are also assisting in the penance services of 15 neighboring parishes and schools this Advent. If you are unable to attend our service, you
are welcome to join them at one of these others. This week there is a penance service
at Our Lady of the Assumption in Brookhaven on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
,
December 8, is the patronal feast of the Catholic Church in the United States and a
holy day of obligation. Come honor the Mother of the Redeemer at Mass this Thursday evening at the 7:00 p.m. Vigil Mass (Spanish), or at 8:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon or
7:00 p.m. Masses on Friday.
is Tuesday, December 12.
Everyone is invited to join our Hispanic parishioners for the 7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish in honor of the Blessed Mother. Mass will also be celebrated at 8:30 a.m. in English.
As we hear the gospel of the Annunciation by the angel Gabriel to Mary, we will offer a special blessing for expectant
mothers during the 11:30 a.m. Mass on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24.

Have you taken the opportunity to look at your taxes for this year? You might be surprised at how much of your hard-earned money will go to the state and federal government. Now is the time to consider making an end-of-year gift that will help offset
your current tax liability.
There are a number of ways to make an end-of-year gift that provide you with valuable benefits and help further our work here at IHM.
If you own appreciated stock that you wish to sell without paying capital gains tax,
consider gifting property to us. You receive a charitable tax deduction for your gift.
Please check with us on ways to transfer your property gift to us.
Thank you in advance for your generous support of our annual Christmas collection
which provides a significant portion of the funds used all year long to support our
many ministries and programs. This is the single most important collection of the year
for the operations of Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Remember the December 31 deadline for charitable gift tax deductions. Contact Rich
Plachta at 404-636-1418 ext 245, rplachta@ihmatlanta.org for information on how to
transfer stock or other assets. Checks postmarked in 2017, but delivered in 2018, can
be claimed as a deduction in 2017. Statements of contributions to IHM for 2017,
which many use for tax preparation, will be mailed by the end of January.
November 25 & 26
Offertory: $10,798.00
Electronic Offertory: $9,688.54
Total Offertory: $20,486.54
IHMATLANTA.ORG

This weekend’s second collection is the
monthly appeal for our parish St. Vincent de Paul Society. Next weekend’s
collection is for the Retirement Fund for
Religious.

Pastor
Msgr. Albert Jowdy
ajowdy@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 235

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Javier Muñoz
jmunoz@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 228

Director of Discipleship
Deacon Bob Hauert
bhauert@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 251

Deacon Erik Wilkinson
ewilkinson@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 230

Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Gaby Ramirez
mperales@ihmatlanta.org
Ext. 221
Secretary
Silvia Maldonado
smaldonado@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 240

Business Manager & Finance Director
Richard Plachta
rplachta@ihmatlanta.org
Ext. 245
Bookkeeper
Dona Maynard
dmaynard@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 243

Director of Faith Formation
Drew Denton, Ph.D.
ddenton@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 223

Faith Formation Coordinator
Alicia Guerrero
aguerrero@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 227

Youth Minister
Elaine Phillips
ephillips@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 222

Young Adult Coordinator
Kathy Guerrero
kguerrero@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 241

Faith Formation Administrative Assistant
Olga Torres
otorres@ihmatlanta.org
Ext. 236
Director of Liturgy and Music
Jeff Bush
jbush@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 247

Communications Coordinator
Jayna Hoffacker
jhoffacker@ihmatlanta.org

Ext. 226

Director of Operations
David Claussen
dclaussen@ihmatlanta.org
404-636-4488

Ext. 235

Professional Counseling (fee-based) is
available in the Maloney Center at IHM
for individuals, couples and families.
Contact Marianela Matheus, M.Ed. At
678-310-8122.

CHERUBS, SHEPHERDS, SHEEP, AND
SINGERS NEEDED!

IHM PARISH DIRECTORY PHOTOS
January 6 & 7

At the 4:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, we
will present a silent Gospel tableaux with the
help of parishioners ages 4-7. There will also
be a children’s choir that will sing (Grades 2
to 8) at the Mass. The mandatory rehearsal
for the tableaux will be Saturday, December
23, 10:30-11:30 a.m. The one and only required rehearsal for the choir will be Saturday,
December 23, 12:30-1:30 p.m.
If your child(ren) would like to be a part of
either the tableaux or the choir, please contact
Jeff Bush at jbush@ihmatlanta.org.

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Help Wanted: We need fr iendly volunteer s
to welcome Newcomers and to provide important parish and sacramental information to
our parish family. Your modest commitment
to 20 minutes after a few Masses per month is
all that is being asked of you.

Did you miss your chance earlier this fall to get your photo taken for the upcoming 60th Anniversary IHM Parish Directory? Then save this date! Coming up
on January 6 and 7, 2018, we will have an additional weekend of photo sessions.
To sign up in person, we will have volunteers in the Narthex this weekend.
Online sign up will begin soon. Please call the parish office at 404-636-1418 if
you need any information.

Contact Carmen Berenguer via email at
cberenguer@ihmatlanta.org or via phone at
404-636-1418, ext. 224 if you’d like to work
with us to create a welcoming environment in
our IHM community!

If you had your photos taken this fall and have not yet picked up your free 8x10
photo, please stop by the parish office any time during the week to pick it up. If
you cannot visit the office during the week, please contact Jayna Hoffacker at
jhoffacker@ihmatlanta.org to make alternate arrangements.

IHM’S 13TH TRIP TO JAMAICA
GRIEFSHARE
GriefShare is a bereavement support group
open to anyone in our community or parish,
sponsored by the Stepping Stones Ministry.
The group meets on Wednesdays, 7:00-8:45
p.m., starting on September 6. We will discuss a different topic at each session. All are
welcome to join us as their schedule allows.
For more information about the program,
contact Margaretann Harris via email at
griefshare@ihmatlanta.org or by phone at 404
-483-3559.

IHM SCHOOL AUCTION
We are excited to announce our Spring Auction Fundraiser, “Light up the Night with
Denim and Diamonds”, on Saturday, February
3, 2018. Organized exclusively by parent volunteers, this event raises funds to support the
school, including academic enhancements and
capital improvements. We encourage you to
consider donating merchandise or services to
this auction. You can do so online at
www.501auctions.com/ihmauction or using
the paper forms found in the Narthex.

Wednesday, December 20
Please join our Mustard Seed Communities (MSC) ministry for their third planning meeting on Wednesday, December 20, at 7:00 p.m. in the church.
Members will be hanging greens and enjoying this season of Advent with fellow
parishioners. MSC will be serving children and adults with developmental disabilities in Jamaica from February 24 - March 3, 2018.
Please contact Joanie Gross at mjkcj144@gmail.com for more information.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
The Vigil of Christmas
Sunday, December 24
4:00 p.m. Mass for families with small children (English)
6:00 p.m. Mass (English)*
8:00 p.m. Mass (Spanish)
12:00 Midnight Mass (English)*
The Solemnity of Christmas
Monday, December 25
9:00 a.m. Mass (English)*
11:30 a.m. Mass (English)*
1:30 p.m. Mass (Spanish)
*Music of the season begins thirty minutes before Mass.

Director
Drew Denton, Ph.D.
404-636-1418, ext. 223
ddenton@ihmatlanta.org
Coordinator
Alicia Guerrero
404-636-1418, ext. 227
aguerrero@ihmatlanta.org
Administrative Assistant
Olga Torres
404-636-1418, ext. 236
otorres@ihmatlanta.org
Youth Minister
Elaine Phillips
404-636-1418, ext. 222
ephillips@ihmatlanta.org
Young Adult Coordinator
Kathy Guerrero
404-636-1418, ext. 241
kguerrero@ihmatlanta.org

Come celebrate the new liturgical year in the historic
church, following the 9:00, 1:30, and 5:00 Masses
today. Come hear beautiful Advent music, learn Advent customs from around the world and make Advent
wreaths and other crafts for the home. All are welcome.
God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.
Amen.
From loyolapress.com

For more Advent prayers and activities,
including free resources for Advent
wreaths, Advent calendars, and Jesse Trees,
please visit: http://www.loyolapress.com/
our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent

Are you interested in becoming
Catholic or learning more about the
Catholic faith? Contact Drew Denton
for more information.

Each Thursday, Dr. Louanne Bachner
leads an informative and prayerful
discussion of the lectionary readings
for the following Sunday. The study
meets in the Lower Level at two
different times: 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.

Sunday mornings, 10:15-11:15
IHM School Library
Join us at the Advent Open House
in the Historic Church!

The Role of the Church in Healing the Racial Divide
December 10, 10:15-11:15
IHM School Library
The Myth of Race, or the idea that there are separate inferior and superior human
races, is in direct opposition of the teachings of Christ and the doctrine of the Catholic Church. Yet acts of racism persist within the Church because we have been so
indoctrinated in the Myth of Race that we cannot see how this mindset undercuts the
very Gospel that we are called to proclaim to the world. But there is hope! Steven
Jones (M.Div., J.D.), the founder of ARROW—the Alliance to Reunite and Repair
Our World—will join us to share his vision for how the Church can become a beacon
of hope and a leader in healing the racial divide in America. All are welcome.

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES
QUARTER ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

1st Qtr
Actual

1st Qtr 16-17
Actual

1st Qtr
Variance

FY 2018 YTD
Actual

FY 2017 YTD
Actual

FY
Variance

FY
Variance %

Revenues
-Offertory
-Religious Education
Other Revenue
Total Revenue

433,240
28,192
22,281
483,713

411,015
36,373
19,660
467,048

22,225
(8,181)
2,621
16,665

433,240
28,192
22,281
483,713

411,015
36,373
19,660
467,048

22,225
(8,181)
2,621
16,665

5.41%
-22.49%
13.33%
3.57%

Expenses
-Liturgy , Ministries & Stewardship
-Religious Education
-Divine Playtime
-Administrative &General
-Facilities
-Rectory and Clergy
-Archdiocesan Support
-Archdiocesan School Subsidy
-Interest Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income (Loss)
Debt Reduction Fund Collections
Finish in Faith Collections
Net Operating + Capital Campaigns

73,939
68,289
8,721
64,319
118,135
52,570
63,689
43,941
11,187
504,790
(21,077)
30,980
11,748
21,651

69,372
52,755
12,610
64,871
108,764
56,390
56,200
39,030
15,224
475,216
(8,168)
39,343
12,537
43,712

4,567
15,534
(3,889)
(552)
9,371
(3,820)
7,489
4,911
(4,037)
29,574
(12,909)
(8,363)
(789)
(22,061)

73,939
68,289
8,721
64,319
118,135
52,570
63,689
43,941
11,187
504,790
(21,077)
30,980
11,748
21,651

69,372
52,755
12,610
64,871
108,764
56,390
56,200
39,030
15,224
475,216
(8,168)
39,343
12,537
43,712

4,567
15,534
(3,889)
(552)
9,371
(3,820)
7,489
4,911
(4,037)
29,574
(12,909)
(8,363)
(789)
(22,061)

6.58%
29.45%
-30.84%
-0.85%
8.62%
-6.77%
13.33%
12.58%
-26.52%
6.22%
158.04%

To the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Family:
In partnership with Rich Plachta, Business Manager, the Parish Finance Council has prepared this update to keep you informed about
the financial status of the parish. For this update, we are presenting an
income and expense comparison of the 1st Quarter of this fiscal year
(July-September) vs. 1st Quarter 2016-2017.
For 1st Quarter of 2017-2018 year we were blessed to have a total
income of $483,713, which exceeded last year by $16,665 or 3.6%.
This was primarily driven by a total offertory collection of $433,240,
which exceeded last year by $22,225 or 5.4%. Electronic giving represented 38% of total offertory (vs. 39% last year). Religious education revenue of $28,192 was down $8,181 or -22.5% as enrollment
was down approximately 200 students or 25% vs. last year. We thank
you for your continued generosity and commitment to our parish and
take the stewardship of these funds as our utmost responsibility.
Overall expenses for the 1st quarter were $504,790, an increase of
$29,574 or 6.2% vs. last year. The primary increases were in Religious Education (addition of full-time youth minister), Facilities
(painting of Divine Playtime and other spaces), and in Liturgy, Ministries & Stewardship (picnic and leadership dinner expenses falling in
a different quarter this year). Archdiocesan Support expenses increased by an expected $12,400 based on new assessment period and
have been accounted for in the 2017-2018 Church budget at these
higher levels. These expense increases were partially offset by the
Rectory expense savings generated by Monsignor Jowdy and Father
Muñoz moving into apartments while we continue to develop the plan
and assess our financial readiness to fund the new rectory across Bri-

arcliff road. As Monsignor has explained,
we will proceed with
construction once our
offertory has increased sufficiently
for us to service the
additional debt. Let’s
get them out of apartments and into a
rectory soon!

Parish Debt Trend
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In the 2016-2017
budget year, we were able to pay $259,458 in principal reduction
lowering our outstanding loan balance with the Archdiocese to
$1,094,322. This lower balance resulted in $4,037 or 26.5% less interest expense in 1st quarter. The second collections for the Parish Debt
Reduction Fund have raised $30,980 so far this year. Thank you for
your generosity. We will continue the Debt Reduction Fund collections and use of income above and beyond our expenses to make a
principal payment at the end of the this fiscal year (June 30, 2018).
Once again, we thank you for your continued commitment to IHM
Parish. If you have any questions about this report, please do not hesitate to contact me, Rich Plachta, or Monsignor Jowdy.
Yours truly,
Emil Sacco, chair
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Finance Council

Los padres DEBEN registrarse antes en la
oficina parroquial; en ese momento
recibirán la fecha de la plática
correspondiente y del bautismo. Al
registrarse deben entregar copia del
Acta de Nacimiento de la persona que va
a ser bautizada.

Llamar al Padre Javier Muñoz y hacer cita
para hablar de los requisitos, por lo
menos 6 meses antes de la fecha
deseada.

Jueves de 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. en
español, y en inglés los sábados a las
9:00 a.m. o durante la semana haciendo
cita con el sacerdote.

Llamar a la oficina por lo menos 6 meses
antes de la fecha deseada.

Si no eres católico (a) o si eres mayor de
18 años y no has recibido los
sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera
Comunión y Confirmación, te invitamos a
aprender más acerca de nuestra fe.
Comuníquese con Alicia Guerrero en la
oficina parroquial.

La Licenciada Marianela Matheus es una
Terapeuta Certificada en Salud Mental en
el Estado de Georgia y en Terapia de
Juego a Nivel Nacional y proveerá sus
Servicios para Adultos, parejas y Niños en
la Iglesia. Si desea hacer una cita puede
contactarla al 404-620-1492.

I Lectura: Isaías 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7
II Lectura: 1 Corintios 1:3-9
Evangelio: Mateo 13:33-37
25 y 26 de noviembre
Ofertorio en misa: $10,798.00
Contribución electronica: $9,688.54
Ofertorio total: $20,486.54

de nuestra
parroquia, tendrá lugar el lunes, 4 diciembre, a las 7:00 p.m., durante este servicio,
sacerdotes de las parroquias de los alrededores asistirán en la celebración del Sacramento. Incluya esta noche de preparación y reconciliación en sus planes de Navidad.
, es el
8 de diciembre y es la fiesta patronal de la iglesia católica en los Estados Unidos y
un día sagrado de obligación. Vengan a honrar a la madre del Redentor en la Misa de
Vigilia el jueves a las 7:00 p.m. (español), el Viernes a las 8:30 a.m., a las 12:00 del
mediodía, o 7:00 p.m..
es el martes
2 de diciembre. Todos están invitados a unirse a nosotros en la Misa en español en
honor de la Santísima Virgen a las 7:00 p.m., también se celebrará misa en inglés a
las 8:30 a.m.

En esta temporada de Luz y esperanza, los trabajadores sociales de San Vincente de
Paul se enfrentaron recientemente a una manifestación literal de estas aspiraciones.
Cómo cambiar la oscuridad debido a la falta de electricidad en luz de esperanza y
segura.
Esta familia de 3 personas que vive en Decatur, madre y 2 niños con un nuevo bebé
en camino ha estado viviendo sin electricidad desde julio. Tienen una cuenta
gigantesca con GA Power, y solo un gran pago lo volvería a activar. Los niños, de 7 y
11 años, no tienen luz para hacer su tarea, ni refrigeración para guardar comida, etc.
¡Una mujer embarazada no debería estar sin electricidad!
Nuestros Vicentinos hicieron muchas preguntas para ver si se habían intentado todos
los recursos posibles para ver si se podía reunir la gran cantidad de dinero.
Desafortunadamente, la madre no está trabajando y la abuela está en el Hospital de
Nueva York. Ninguna otra organización de caridad les habia ayudado. GA Power
decidió aceptar un gran pago, manteniendo un saldo adeudado para el futuro con el fin
de activar el el servicio de electricidad. Nuestros Vicentinos nos recomendaron hacer
este pago con el interés de traer luz a sus vidas.
Gracias a nuestros generosos feligreses de IHM, San Vincente de Paul pudo ayudar
rápidamente a esta Madre y sus hijos inocentes y recuperar la electricidad para su
casa.
Para el año fiscal 2016 que finalizó el 30 de septiembre pasado, nuestra Conferencia
completó 245 visitas que ayudaron a 879 personas, aportando algo de luz y esperanza
en sus vidas.
Si un feligrés necesita ayuda, pueden llamar al 678-892-6163.

La colecta de esta fin de semana irá al San Vicente de Paul.
Nuestra segunda colecta el próximo fin de semana irá al Fondo para la Jubilación de
Religiosos.

